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Page 1. Blue Moon Over Miami. 


An explosion in medical malpractice lawsuits has made liability 
insurance for physicians and other medical practitioners in 
Florida scarce as well as expensive. It also has resulted in a 
shortage of doctors willing to serve in hospital emergency 
rooms, or treat patients with a potentially poor outcome. This 
article examines the state’s medical malpractice crisis and 
some possible solutions. 


Page 5. Radar Detectors: Do They Legalize Hazardous Driving? 
Everyday, radar detectors allow otherwise law-abiding citizens 
to break the law and place themselves and others in danger 
of physical harm, or even death. Yet, these devices remain 
legal in a majority of states. 


Page 8. Residential Sprinklers Could Save Your Life. 
Residential sprinklers already have saved thousands of lives, 
which is why more and more communities now require their 
installation. Article looks at the positive effect these devices 
have had in Cobb County, Georgia. 


Page 13. Car Renter Beware. 

Collision damage waivers (CDWs), the expensive protection 
consumers are faced with purchasing each time they rent a 
car. became a great source of confusion in recent years. 
This article explains what CDWs are, how they work, when 
they are necessary and what consumers need to do before 
deciding whether to purchase one from their car rental 
company. 


Page 16. Alliance Publishes ‘‘Advancing Justice: May We 
Approach the Bench?’’ 

This article heralds the Alliance of American Insurers’ 
112-page monograph, which examines the problems facing 
the civil justice system and proposes solutions that are 
responsive to the concerns of both litigants and the legal 
profession. 


Page 17. Zero to 60 in Less Than Three Seconds. 

High performance motorcycles may not be faster than a 
speeding builet, but they may be just as deadly, according to 
the Insurance Institute for Highway Safety (IIHS). Articis 
looks at the controversy heating up between IIHS and bikers 
over the wisdom and consequences of marketing these speed 
machines for street use. 


Page 21. Briefly Noted. 


Page 23. 1987 Was ‘‘As Predicted’’ for Tort Reform. 


Many states passed reforms in 1987, and this article gives 
a rundown of the most significant changes. 


Page 26. Conducting Field Skill Exercises. 


Part of the Alliance of American Insurers’ Fleet Safety Tips 
Program, this feature provides truck-driving exercises that 

serve as useful tools for selecting and training safe, skilled 
drivers. 


Page 33. Commissioner Ciose Up. 
Michigan Commissioner of Insurance Herman W. Coleman. 
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Second Quarter 1988 


Page 1. Who's Safer Now? 

Today's world is a safer place to live and work than it was 40 
or 50 years ago ‘‘when life was simple.’’ That's the conclusion 
of the National Safety Council whose data shows thai :nodern 
day factories, offices, roads, homes and even toys are less 
likely to result in illness or injury than in years past. 


Page 5. Drug Testing in the Workplace: What Are the Legal 
Problems? 

Many employers, concerned with the economic reality of drug 
abuse in the workplace, have considered drug testing as a 
possible solution. Before undertaking any kind of alcohol or 
drug testing program, however, employers should research 
the issue carefully, keep current with the law, and consult 
with legal counsel. 


Page 7. Guaranty Funds — Insurance for Insurance 
Companies. 

Insurance companies can and sometimes do go insolvent. 
This article shows how other property and casualty insurance 
companies come to t*e rescue of insolvent insurers — and 
its worried policyholders. 


Page 10. How the Public Views Insurance Issues. 

An analysis of the All-industry Research Advisory Council's 
annual survey assessing consumer opinion's on a number of 
insurance policy issues. 


Page 15. Alliance Publishes ‘‘Economics and Social Choice."’ 
Some possible solutions to the serious problem of rising 
medical costs are discussed in this Alliance booklet available 
to members and non-members. 


Page 16. Protecting High-Risk Retailers from Theft. 

This article outlines some of the security measures high-risk 
retailers can implement to minimize losses from such perils 
as theft, armed robbery and burglary, and shows the 
importance of keeping adequate inventory records. 


Page 22. Higher Motor Fuel Taxes. More Safety Belt Use 
Forecast. 

This article takes a look at what's likely to happen in 1988 in 
the highway safety arena. 

Page 24. Directory of insurance and Federal Groups 
Monitoring the AIDS Crisis. 


Throughout the United States, numerous organizations are 
active in AIDS research, testing, and education. The major 
AIDS activities among federal health and safety agencies and 
insurance associations are listed in this article to provide 
guidance on specific insurance-related issues. 


Page 26. Briefly Noted. 
Page 28. 1988 Alliance Member Companies. 


Page 33. Commissioner Close Up. 
Pennsylvania Insurance Commissioner Constance B. Foster. 


Third Quarter 1988 


Page 1. A Product Liability Guide for Manufacturers. 

This article, the first in a two-part series, provides a 
comprehensive checklist to help manufacturers avoid some 
of the pitfalls associated with today’s product liability system. 


Page 8. Why Auto insurance is Sometimes Compulsory. 
Laws requiring drivers to purchase auto liability insurance 
now exist in the majority of states. Although compulsory 
insurance appeals to many individual's sense of fair play, 
experience shows that it is difficult to enforce and costly to 
administer, while doing little to reduce the number of 
uninsured drivers on the road. Also featured is a pro and con 
discussion of the compulsory auto insurance issue by two 
prominent political figures. 


Page 13. Med-Mal JUAs on Thin Ice. 

A number of joint underwriting associations (JUA), hailed in 
the late 1970s as the solution to medical malpractice insurance 
availability and affordability problems. now are in the grips of 
a financial crisis that threatens insurers, insurance consumers 
and the JUA’s own policyholders. This article takes a look at 
just how bad the problems are and what can be done about 
them. 


Page 16. Dealing with Stress-Related Claims Sends Insurers 
to the Couch. 

More and more often, victims of stress are pointing to their jobs 
with two words on their minds — ‘‘workers compensation."’ 
Once unheard of, stress claims now account for approximately 
14 percent of occupational disease claims. Some of the ways 
employers, insurers and state insurance departments can 
prevent and handle these kinds of claims are discussed here. 


Page 20. Briefly Noted. 


Page 22. Play It Safe With Treated Wood Products. 

While the value of pressure-treatment in preserving wood is 
unquestioned, the chemicals used in this process have some 
potential ill-effects. Outlined here are some dos and don'ts 
for anyone involved in the application of these preservatives 
or the handling of treated wood products. 


Page 26. How No-Fault Auto insurance Works — If We Let It. 
A strong case is made here for adoption of well-designed 
State no-fault auto insurance laws, which experience shows 
provide swifter and more equitable compensation to more 
victims while reducing court congestion and the legal expenses 
associated with auto accident injury settlements. 


Page 29. District of Columbia Ranks First in Auto Insurance 
Gala. 


This article takes a look at the Alliance of American Insurers’ 
annual study on auto theft, developed as a resource for 
insurers, law enforcement agencies and others who deal with 
this national problem. 


Page 30. Demonstrating Stopping Distances. 

Part of the Alliance's Fleet Safety Tips program, this article 
shows how to train truck drivers to adjust their speed so they 
can stop safely, no matter how short the space becomes. 
Page 33. Commissioner Close Up. 

Colorado Commissioner of Insurance John Kezer. 





Index — Journal of American Insurance 


Volume 64 — 1988 


First Quarter 1988 


Page 1. Blue Moon Over Miami. 


An explosion in medical malpractice lawsuits has made liability 
insurance for physicians and other medical practitioners in 
Florida scarce as well as expensive. It also has resulted in a 
shortage of doctors willing to serve in hospital emergency 
rooms, or treat patients with a potentially poor outcome. This 
article examines the state’s medical malpractice crisis and 
some possible solutions. 


Page 5. Radar Detectors: Do They Legalize Hazardous Driving? 
Everyday, radar detectors allow otherwise law-abiding citizens 
to break the law and place themselves and others in danger 
of physical harm, or even death. Yet, these devices remain 
legal in a majority of states. 


Page 8. Residential Sprinklers Could Save Your Life. 
Residential sprinklers already have saved thousands of lives, 
which is why more and more communities now require their 
installation. Article looks at the positive effect these devices 
have had in Cobb County, Georgia. 


Page 13. Car Renter Beware. 

Collision damage waivers (CDWs), the expensive protection 
consumers are faced with purchasing each time they rent a 
car. became a great source of confusion in recent years. 
This article explains what CDWs are, how they work, when 
they are necessary and what consumers need to do before 
deciding whether to purchase one from their car rental 
company. 


Page 16. Alliance Publishes ‘‘Advancing Justice: May We 
Approach the Bench?’’ 

This article heralds the Alliance of American Insurers’ 
112-page monograph, which examines the problems facing 
the civil justice system and proposes solutions that are 
responsive to the concerns of both litigants and the legal 
profession. 


Page 17. Zero to 60 in Less Than Three Seconds. 

High performance motorcycles may not be faster than a 
speeding builet, but they may be just as deadly, according to 
the Insurance Institute for Highway Safety (IIHS). Articis 
looks at the controversy heating up between IIHS and bikers 
over the wisdom and consequences of marketing these speed 
machines for street use. 


Page 21. Briefly Noted. 


Page 23. 1987 Was ‘‘As Predicted’’ for Tort Reform. 


Many states passed reforms in 1987, and this article gives 
a rundown of the most significant changes. 


Page 26. Conducting Field Skill Exercises. 


Part of the Alliance of American Insurers’ Fleet Safety Tips 
Program, this feature provides truck-driving exercises that 

serve as useful tools for selecting and training safe, skilled 
drivers. 


Page 33. Commissioner Ciose Up. 
Michigan Commissioner of Insurance Herman W. Coleman. 


32 Journal of American Insurance/Fourth Quarter, 1988 


Second Quarter 1988 


Page 1. Who's Safer Now? 

Today's world is a safer place to live and work than it was 40 
or 50 years ago ‘‘when life was simple.’’ That's the conclusion 
of the National Safety Council whose data shows thai :nodern 
day factories, offices, roads, homes and even toys are less 
likely to result in illness or injury than in years past. 


Page 5. Drug Testing in the Workplace: What Are the Legal 
Problems? 

Many employers, concerned with the economic reality of drug 
abuse in the workplace, have considered drug testing as a 
possible solution. Before undertaking any kind of alcohol or 
drug testing program, however, employers should research 
the issue carefully, keep current with the law, and consult 
with legal counsel. 


Page 7. Guaranty Funds — Insurance for Insurance 
Companies. 

Insurance companies can and sometimes do go insolvent. 
This article shows how other property and casualty insurance 
companies come to t*e rescue of insolvent insurers — and 
its worried policyholders. 


Page 10. How the Public Views Insurance Issues. 

An analysis of the All-industry Research Advisory Council's 
annual survey assessing consumer opinion's on a number of 
insurance policy issues. 


Page 15. Alliance Publishes ‘‘Economics and Social Choice."’ 
Some possible solutions to the serious problem of rising 
medical costs are discussed in this Alliance booklet available 
to members and non-members. 


Page 16. Protecting High-Risk Retailers from Theft. 

This article outlines some of the security measures high-risk 
retailers can implement to minimize losses from such perils 
as theft, armed robbery and burglary, and shows the 
importance of keeping adequate inventory records. 


Page 22. Higher Motor Fuel Taxes. More Safety Belt Use 
Forecast. 

This article takes a look at what's likely to happen in 1988 in 
the highway safety arena. 

Page 24. Directory of insurance and Federal Groups 
Monitoring the AIDS Crisis. 


Throughout the United States, numerous organizations are 
active in AIDS research, testing, and education. The major 
AIDS activities among federal health and safety agencies and 
insurance associations are listed in this article to provide 
guidance on specific insurance-related issues. 


Page 26. Briefly Noted. 
Page 28. 1988 Alliance Member Companies. 


Page 33. Commissioner Close Up. 
Pennsylvania Insurance Commissioner Constance B. Foster. 


Third Quarter 1988 


Page 1. A Product Liability Guide for Manufacturers. 

This article, the first in a two-part series, provides a 
comprehensive checklist to help manufacturers avoid some 
of the pitfalls associated with today’s product liability system. 


Page 8. Why Auto insurance is Sometimes Compulsory. 
Laws requiring drivers to purchase auto liability insurance 
now exist in the majority of states. Although compulsory 
insurance appeals to many individual's sense of fair play, 
experience shows that it is difficult to enforce and costly to 
administer, while doing little to reduce the number of 
uninsured drivers on the road. Also featured is a pro and con 
discussion of the compulsory auto insurance issue by two 
prominent political figures. 


Page 13. Med-Mal JUAs on Thin Ice. 

A number of joint underwriting associations (JUA), hailed in 
the late 1970s as the solution to medical malpractice insurance 
availability and affordability problems. now are in the grips of 
a financial crisis that threatens insurers, insurance consumers 
and the JUA’s own policyholders. This article takes a look at 
just how bad the problems are and what can be done about 
them. 


Page 16. Dealing with Stress-Related Claims Sends Insurers 
to the Couch. 

More and more often, victims of stress are pointing to their jobs 
with two words on their minds — ‘‘workers compensation."’ 
Once unheard of, stress claims now account for approximately 
14 percent of occupational disease claims. Some of the ways 
employers, insurers and state insurance departments can 
prevent and handle these kinds of claims are discussed here. 


Page 20. Briefly Noted. 


Page 22. Play It Safe With Treated Wood Products. 

While the value of pressure-treatment in preserving wood is 
unquestioned, the chemicals used in this process have some 
potential ill-effects. Outlined here are some dos and don'ts 
for anyone involved in the application of these preservatives 
or the handling of treated wood products. 


Page 26. How No-Fault Auto insurance Works — If We Let It. 
A strong case is made here for adoption of well-designed 
State no-fault auto insurance laws, which experience shows 
provide swifter and more equitable compensation to more 
victims while reducing court congestion and the legal expenses 
associated with auto accident injury settlements. 


Page 29. District of Columbia Ranks First in Auto Insurance 
Gala. 


This article takes a look at the Alliance of American Insurers’ 
annual study on auto theft, developed as a resource for 
insurers, law enforcement agencies and others who deal with 
this national problem. 


Page 30. Demonstrating Stopping Distances. 

Part of the Alliance's Fleet Safety Tips program, this article 
shows how to train truck drivers to adjust their speed so they 
can stop safely, no matter how short the space becomes. 
Page 33. Commissioner Close Up. 

Colorado Commissioner of Insurance John Kezer. 





